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The College-Bound Seniors Population 


The College Board uses the term “college-bound 
seniors” to describe the cohort of students from each 
high school graduating class that participates in the 
Admissions Testing Program (ATP). The information 
in this report does not include all high school gradu- 
ates nor all students who enroll in colleges and univer- 
sities; therefore, the data only partially represent all 
1987 high school graduates. Because of students’ high 
response rate (approximately 95 percent) to the Stu- 
dent Descriptive Questionnaire (SDQ) and because 
studies document the accuracy of self-reported stu- 
dent information, this report can be considered nearly 
a complete and accurate description of the tested pop- 
ulation. This report is useful in monitoring trends and 
understanding the background of the college-bound 
students who take the SAT and Achievement Tests. 

The Admissions Testing Program includes four 
major components: 

The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)— The SAT isa 
2'/2-hour, multiple-choice test that measures devel- 
oped verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities 
related to successful performance in college. SAT 
scores are intended to supplement the secondary 
school record and other information about the student 
in assessing readiness for college-level work. Student 
performance on the SAT is reported on a scale of 200 
to 800, with a standard error of measurement of 
approximately 30 to 40 points. The verbal portion of 
the SAT also yields subscores in reading comprehen- 
sion and vocabulary, which are reported on a scale of 
20 to 80, with a standard error of measurement of 
approximately 4 points. 

The Test of Standard Written English (TSWE)— 
This is a 30-minute, multiple-choice test administered 
with the SAT. The TSWE evaluates students’ ability 
to recognize standard written English, which is the 
language of most college textbooks and the one they 
will be expected to use in writing papers for most 
college courses. TSWE scores are intended to help 


place students in appropriate freshman English 
courses. The scores are reported on a scale of 20 to 80; 
however, scores above 60 are reported as 60+ because 
the test is not designed to make distinctions above that 
level. The standard error of measurement on the 
TSWE is approximately 3.5 points. 

The Achievement Tests— Designed to measure 
knowledge in specific subject areas and the ability to 
apply that knowledge, the Achievement Tests are 
independent of particular textbooks or methods of 
instruction. Although the types of questions change 
little from year to year, the tests do evolve to reflect 
general trends in high school curriculums. 

Achievement Tests are given in English Composi- 
tion, Literature, American History and Social Studies, 
European History and World Cultures, Mathematics 
Level I, Mathematics Level II, French, German, 
Hebrew, Latin, Spanish, Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics. All are one-hour multiple-choice tests, with 
the exception of a version of the English Composition 
Test that contains an essay assignment in addition to 
multiple-choice questions. Scores of all the Achieve- 
ment Tests are reported on a scale of 200 to 800, with 
a standard error of measurement of approximately 30 
points. 

The Student Descriptive Questionnaire (SDQ)— 
The SDQ contains questions about the student’s back- 
ground, academic record, extracurricular activities, 
and plans for college study. The SDQ is designed to 
enable individual students to present to colleges a 
broader picture of themselves than is conveyed by test 
scores alone. Students voluntarily respond to the SDQ 
as part of the registration process for the SAT or 
Achievement Tests. Although the SDQ was not ini- 
tially designed to create a research data base, the SDQ 
information summarized in this report is useful in 
monitoring trends and understanding the background 
of the college-bound students who take the SAT and 
Achievement Tests. 
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associations. Representatives of the members serve on the Board of Trustees and advisory councils and committees that consider the programs of the 
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Introduction 


The Admissions Testing Program of the College Board 
consists of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), the Test of 
Standard Written English (TSWE), the Student Descriptive 
Questionnaire (SDQ), and the Achievement Tests. By regis- 
tering for the tests and completing the SDQ, students 
provide information about themselves and authorize the 
College Board to report it to their high schools and to the 
colleges, universities, and scholarship programs they 
specify. High schools use the reports to help their students 
plan for college. Colleges use the information to recruit and 
select students, to supplement students’ application materi- 
als, and to advise enrolled students on course selection and 
placement. Students—and their families —use the reports 
they receive from the College Board as they search for a 
college or university that will meet their needs. 

The tables in this report provide mean SAT scores and 
summarize the information students have provided about 
their high school academic achievement and personal back- 
ground. The tables are based upon the /atest test scores and 
background information these graduating seniors have pro- 
vided. For the first time, mean SAT scores are displayed for 
different portions of the testing population using informa- 
tion from a substantially revised SDQ, first completed by 
students in the 1985-1986 testing year. Of particular interest 
is the detailed information about students’ academic prepa- 
ration and the number of years of study in various subject 
areas. Pages 9 to 11 contain the test score distributions, 
which are identical in format to those provided since 1972. 


Information on characteristics of the students’ high. 


schools—type, locale, and size of the senior class—is pro- 
vided on page 12. (A survey of secondary schools provided 
these characteristics. ) 


Using This Report 


SAT scores are intended primarily to help predict aca- 
demic performance in college. Summarizing individual 
scores into national and state mean scores helps students and 
school and college officials put individual scores into con- 
text. Looking at these averages over a number of years can 
suggest changes in the academic performance of college- 
bound students who take the SAT and can provide educators 
with an additional factor to use in evaluations. Summaries of 
scores and other information by state, college, school, or 
school district can be used in planning; aggregate data can 
also be useful to state, regional, and national educational 
policymakers, especially in tracking changes over time. 

Broad generalizations made on the basis of SAT scores 
alone have limited value. In looking at average SAT scores, 
it is important to understand the context in which the partic- 
ular test scores were earned. The most significant factor to be 
considered in attempting to interpret SAT scores by state is 
the proportion of students taking the test — the participation 
rate. Other factors variously related to performance on the 
SAT include academic preparation (such as courses studied 
in high school, grades, and class rank), as well as the oppor- 
tunities for academic achievement provided by a student's 


high school and family environment. The relationship 
between measures of academic achievement and socioeco- 
nomic background (such as sex, racial or ethnic group, 
parental education, or household income) is complex, and 
any attempt to analyze score differences between subgroups 
of the testing population must take multiple factors into 
account. 

The College Board strongly discourages the use of this 
information to compare or evaluate teachers, schools, school 
districts, states, or any subgroups of the testing population 
based on SAT scores (and this report) alone. In order to 
make useful comparisons of students’ performances on tests, 
a common test given to a// students would be required. 
Because the percentage of students taking the SAT and 
Achievement Tests varies widely and the test takers are 
self-selected, the SAT is inappropriate for these purposes. 
The College Board publishes this information to ensure that 
the information is accurate and to place it in proper context, 
not to encourage its use in comparisons. 


SAT 


Table A shows SAT mean scores by sex since 1967. For 
1987, the mean SAT verbal score is 430 and the mean 
mathematical score is 476. This represents a one-point 
decline in the verbal portion of the test and a one-point 
increase in the mathematical portion since 1986. Women’s 
verbal mean score decreased by one point, while their math- 
ematical mean score increased by two points. Men’s verbal 


Table A. Mean SAT Scores for College-Bound Seniors: 


1967-1987* 
Verbal Math 
Males Females’ Total Males Females Total 
1967 463 468 466 514 467 492 
1968 464 466 466 O12 470 492 
1969 459 466 463 519 470 493 
1970 459 461 460 509 465 488 
1971 454 457 455 507 466 488 
1972 454 452 453 505 461 484 
1973 446 443 445 502 460 481 
1974 447 442 444 501 459 480 
1975 437 431 434 495 449 472 
1976 433 430 431 497 446 472 
1977 431 427 429 497 445 470 
1978 433 425 429 494 444 468 
1979 431 423 427 493 443 467 
1980 428 420 424 491 443 466 
1981 430 418 424 492 443 466 
1982 431 421 426 493 443 467 
1983 430 420 425 493 445 468 
1984 433 420 426 495 449 471 
1985 437 425 431 499 452 475 
1986 437 426 431 501 451 475 
1987 435 425 430 500 453 476 


*The averages for 1967 through 1971 are estimates. College-Bound Seniors 
reports were not prepared in those years. 


il 


mean declined by two points and their mathematical mean 
declined by one point. These score changes occurred as the 
total number of 1987 high school seniors who have taken the 
test increased by 8 percent, to 1,080,426. 

The mean reading and vocabulary subscores both 
decreased by one-tenth of a point (on a 20 to 80 point scale). 
Although women’s vocabulary subscores stayed the same, 
their reading comprehension subscores declined by one- 
tenth of a point. Men’s reading comprehension subscores 
stayed the same but their vocabulary subscores dropped by 
three-tenths of a point. 

Mean scores for the Test of Standard Written English 
(TSWE) showed an increase of four-tenths of a point, overall 
and for men only. (The TSWE is reported on a 20 to 60+ 
point scale.) Women’s mean score increased one-half a point 
over their 1986 mean score, and women continue to have a 
higher mean score than their male counterparts. 


Achievement Tests 


Over 200,000 students took one or more of the 14 Achieve- 
ment Tests offered by the College Board, an increase of 4 
percent over 1986. With the exception of 1985, this is the 
first year that more women than men took these tests. In all 
tests but Biology and European History, the 1987 college- 
bound seniors had higher mean scores than the class of 1986. 

The most frequently taken test, English Composition, was 
taken by 92 percent of all Achievement Test takers, and 
these students earned a mean score of 524, two points higher 
than 1986 seniors who took the test. The mean score for the 
Literature Achievement Test, while taken by only 12 percent 
of all those taking Achievement Tests, increased three points 
(to 528). The second most frequently taken Achievement 
Test, Mathematics Level I, was taken by more than 70 
percent of the 1987 seniors taking Achievement Tests. Their 
mean score increased by seven points over the 1986 mean 
score (to 548). Students taking the Mathematics Level II test 
(25 percent of those taking Achievement Tests) earned a 
mean score of 662, an increase of two points since 1986. 
Across all Achievement Tests, the average Achievement 
Tests mean for the class of 1987 was 544, an increase of four 
points over the 1986 Achievement Tests average. (Means, 
standard deviations, and score distributions for each test are 
on page 11.) 


Population Characteristics of 


the SAT Takers 


As in previous years, the majority of the SAT takers are 
women (52 percent) and White (78 percent), although the 
proportion of non-White students taking the test continues 
to increase. More than one of every five test takers are Black 
(9 percent), Asian American (6 percent), Hispanic (5 per- 
cent), or American [Indian (1 percent). The proportions of 
Black and Hispanic test takers who are women are higher 
than for test takers as a whole. Asian Americans are the only 
group with more men taking the test than women. By and 


large, women in the test-taking population come from lower- 
income households, are most likely to be planning to apply 
for financial aid, and are more likely to be the first generation 
in their families to attend college. Students were asked what 
language they learned to speak first: 5 percent reported that 
they learned a language other than English first and 8 per- 
cent reported learning to speak both English and another 
language. Additional information about the characteristics 
of the class of 1987 is contained on pages 6 to 8 of this report. 
These pages present the proportion of men and women in 
each group and the groups’ mean SAT scores. 

Changes to the SDQ question on ethnic background now 
make it possible to report information about other Hispanic 
students in addition to those who are Mexican American and 
Puerto Rican. Table B provides SAT averages by ethnic 
group for all years that this information has been available, 
along with mean scores for all students, all men, and all 
women.* While both the verbal and mathematical mean 
scores for all students declined by one point between 1985 
and 1987, they increased for American Indian, Asian Amer- 
ican, and Black students. These score increases occurred at 
the same time that more students from each of these ethnic 
groups took the test. 

Ten-year trends reveal increased mean verbal scores for all 
the ethnic groups except for those students identifying 
themselves as White or Asian American. Women’s verbal 
scores decreased by two points over the same 10-year period. 
Mean mathematical scores increased between 1977 and 1987 
for all students but those indicating themselves as “Other”’ 


or White. 


Academic Background and 
Preparation 


The relationship between high school academic prepara- 
tion and achievement and mean SAT scores is indicated on 
pages 2 to 6 of this report. As in previous years, students’ 
reported class rank by SAT scores is the first indication of 
this relationship. [t is important to note that 43 percent of 
the SAT takers come from the top fifth of their high school 
class, and only 5 percent report that they rank among the 
bottom two-fifths of their class. The students in the top tenth 
and second tenth of their class have higher SAT mean scores 
than the national average for all students, and both groups 
show increases over 1986 in verbal and mathematical scores. 

The average number of years of study and grade point 
average by subject for the 1987 SAT takers are shown on 
page 10. Of equal interest is the content of these courses and 
the proportion of the testing population with various years of 
study for each of six academic subject areas, which is detailed 
on pages 3 to 5. 

Table C on page vi shows the proportion of students 
taking a certain minimum number of years of study in 
various subject areas for 1982 and 1987. Larger numbers of 


“The first year for which SAT scores by ethnic group are available is 1976. They are 

not available for 1986 due to changes in the Student Descriptive Questionnaire 
(SDQ), which students complete when they register for the tests. The SDQ 
question on ethnic background was changed for 1987 to include the “Other 
Hispanic” category. 


Table B. SAT Averages by Ethnic Group, 1976-1987* 


Ethnic 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 
Group 
SAT Verbal 
American Indian 388 390 387 386 390 
Asian American 414 405 401 396 396 
Black 332 330 332 330 330 
Mexican American 371 370 370 370 372 
Puerto Rican 364 30 349 345 350 
Other Hispanic NA NA NA NA NA 
White 451 448 446 444 442 
Other 410 402 399 393 394 
All Students 431 429 429 427 424 
All Men 433 431 433 431 428 
All Women 430 427 425 423 420 
SAT Math 

American Indian 420 421 419 421 426 
Asian American 518 514 510 511 509 
Black 354 357 354 358 360 
Mexican American 410 408 402 410 413 
Puerto Rican 401 397 388 388 394 
Other Hispanic NA NA NA NA NA 
White 493 489 485 483 482 
Other 458 457 450 447 449 
All Students 472 470 468 467 466 
All Men 497 497 494 493 491 
All Women 446 445 444 443 443 


1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1987 Change 
1977 to 
1987 
391 388 388 390 392 393 + 3 
397 398 395 398 404 405 
332 341 339 342 346 357 +e 
oe 377 aia 376 382 379 + 9 
353 360 358 358 368 360 + & 
NA NA NA NA NA 387 NA 
442 444 443 445 449 447 me 
388 392 386 388 391 405 + 3 
424 426 425 426 431 430 a 
430 431 430 433 437 435 + 4 
418 421 420 420 425 425 = 2 
425 424 425 427 428 432 +144 
513 513 514 519 518 521 ee 
362 366 369 are 376 ort +20 
415 416 417 420 426 424 + 16 
398 403 403 405 409 400 ae 
NA NA NA NA NA 432 NA 
483 483 484 487 490 489 0 
447 449 446 450 448 455 ~» 2 
466 467 468 471 475 476 + 6 
492 493 493 495 499 500 + 3 
443 443 445 449 452 453 + 8 


*SAT scores by ethnic group were not available prior to 1976. They were not available for 1986 due to changes in the Student Descriptive Questionnaire (SDQ), which 
students complete when they register for the tests. The SDQ question on ethnic background was changed to inciude the ‘‘Other Hispanic’ category for 1987. 


1987 SAT takers have studied a foreign language for two 
years or more, and more women have studied four years or 
more of mathematics than women five years ago. Even so, 
when course-work patterns of men and women are com- 
pared, fewer women take four years or more of mathematics 
and three years or more in the natural sciences. 

A brief overview of academic preparation of the 1987 
college-bound seniors in each of seven areas of study follows: 


@ Although 64 percent of the students have taken one or 
more years in arts or music, 27 percent reported having no 
course work in these areas. The most frequently men- 
tioned experiences include music performance (38 per- 
cent), acting or play production (21 percent), art history 
or art appreciation (19 percent), music history, theory, or 
appreciation (18 percent), and studio art and design (17 
percent). Women were more likely than men to partici- 
pate in each of these courses or experiences. 


® Over 80 percent have taken two or more years of a foreign 
language in high school, primarily Spanish (54 percent) 
and French (32 percent). Ten percent have taken Latin 
and another 8 percent have studied German. 


@ Eighty-eight percent of these students have taken four or 
more years of English in high school, including grammar 


(89 percent), American literature (87 percent), composi- 
tion (85 percent), and literature from different historical 
periods (58 percent). 


While 92 percent of the students reported taking three or 
more years of mathematics in high school, only 63 percent 
reported taking four or more years. Algebra was studied 
by most (97 percent), as was geometry (92 percent). 
Women are represented among the students studying 
these areas in the same proportion as the population tested 
at large, yet they are much less likely than men to take 
trigonometry, precalculus, or calculus. Overall, only 56 
percent of all students reported studying trigonometry in 
high school. A quarter of the students took course work in 
computer mathematics and almost a quarter of the stu- 
dents (24 percent) indicated “other math courses.”’ 


Seventy-two percent of the students have studied natural 
sciences for three or more years in high school. Most have 
taken biology (96 percent), and chemistry was taken by 
more than three-quarters of the students. Physics (studied 
by 42 percent of the students) and geology or related earth 
or space sciences (studied by 40 percent) are more likely to 
be studied by men than women. “Other sciences” was 
indicated by 34 percent of the students, and these students 
are more likely to be women. 


Tabie C. Students’ Academic Preparation* 


Percent of students 1987 1982 
taking at least... Females Males Females Males 

4 years of English 88% 86% 93% 91% 

4 years of Math 58% 69% 54% 69% 


3 years of Social Sciences 
and History 82% 82% 81% 80% 


2 years of a Foreign or 


Classical Language 85% 79% 77% 70% 


3 years of Natural 
Sciences 68% 76% NA NA 


2 years of Biological 
Sciences NA NA 36% 33% 


2 years of Physical 
Sciences NA NA 52% 68% 


1 year of Arts or Music 69% 59% NA NA 


*The Student Descriptive Questionnaire (SDQ) was changed in the fall of 1985. 
Separate questions about years of study in the physical sciences and biologi- 
cal sciences were collapsed into one question covering all natural sciences. In 
addition, a new question on years of study in arts and music was added. For 
this reason, totally comparable comparative information from 1982 and 1987 
are not available. Similar data have been provided, where available. 


@ highty-two percent of the students have taken three or 
more years of social sciences or history while in high 
school. The majority have studied U.S. history (96 per- 
cent), world history or cultures (70 percent), and U.S. 
government or civics (69 percent). 


@ While there has been increasing interest in providing 
course work in computer literacy or awareness, students 
have a variety of other ways to learn about computers, 
both in and out of class. As noted earlier, a quarter of the 
population tested has taken computer math in school. On 
the other hand, an almost equal proportion (26 percent) 
have had no courses or experience with computers —and 
these students are more likely to be women than men. 


College Plans 


As students begin to plan for college, they start to answer 
the often-asked questions: What do you want to major in? 
What do you want to do after high school (or when you grow 
up)? Although high school students tend to change their 
minds often, their answers to these questions in the aggre- 
gate can provide a good picture of what this group of stu- 
dents will study in college. 

While 21 percent of the 1987 cohort that took the SAT 
indicate that they are uncertain about their college degree 
goals, almost three-quarters (73 percent) plan to obtain a 


al 


bachelor’s degree, and two of every five students (43 per- 
cent) are planning to go on to earn a graduate or professional 
degree. Over the past 10 years, the proportion of students 
interested in graduate or professional degrees has increased 
slightly from 40 percent in 1977 to 43 percent in 1987. 
Even though the majors offered in colleges have changed 
over the past 10 years, the areas of study most frequently 
mentioned by students have remained relatively constant. In 
1987 the five most popular areas of study for the total group 
are Business and Commerce (23 percent), Health and Allied 
Services (12 percent), Engineering (11 percent), Social Sci- 
ences and History (11 percent) and Education (6 percent). 
However, a list of the top five majors differs slightly for men 
and women. In 1987 men are most interested in studying 
Business and Commerce (23 percent), Engineering (20 per- 
cent), Social Sciences and History (8 percent), Health and 
Allied Services (8 percent), and Computers and Information 
Sciences (6 percent). While women are equally interested in 
Business and Commerce (23 percent) the remainder of their 
preferences, in order, consists of Health and Allied Services 
(15 percent), Social Sciences and History (13 percent), Edu- 
cation (9 percent), and Visual and Performing Arts (7 per- 


cent). (See Table D.) 


Table D. Most Frequently Planned Areas of Study 


All SAT-takers Men 
Business and Business and 
Commerce (23%) Commerce (23%) 


Health and Allied 
Services (12%) 


Women 
Business and 
Commerce (23%) 


Health and Allied 
Services (15%) 


Engineering (20%) 


Social Sciences and 
History (13%) 


Education (9%) 


Social Sciences and 
History (8%) 


Health and Allied 
Services (8%) 


Engineering (11%) 


Social Sciences and 
History (11%) 


Education (6%) Computers and Infor- 


mation Sciences (6%) 


Visual and Performing 
Arts (7%) 


Characteristics of SAT Takers’ 
Secondary Schools 


Information about the students, based upon the character- 
istics of their high schools, is shown on page 12. While the 
majority (81 percent) attend public schools, 14 percent 
attend religiously affiliated schools and the remaining 5 
percent attend independent, non-religiously affiliated 
schools. One-third of the students are enrolled at suburban 
schools, 23 percent in schools located in large cities, and 20 
percent in schools in small cities or towns. The majority (85 
percent) are enrolled in schools with a senior class size (as 
reported by high school counselors) smaller than 500. 
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COLLECE-BOUH!D SENIORS: 
PROFILES OF SAT AND ACHIEVENENT TEST TAKERS 


STUDENTS WHO REGISTERED FCR THE SAT 
OR AN ACHIEVEMENT TEST 


*® Total Number of Students 


® With SAT Scores 
*® With Achievement Test Scores 


® With Both SAT and Achievement 
Test Scores 


* With at Least One Student 
Descriptive Questionnaire 
(SDQ) Response 


*® Percent with at Least One 
SDQ@ Response 


YEAR OF MOST RECENT SAT SCORES 


* Senior Year 

* Junior Year 

* Sophomore Year 

*® Freshman Year 

*® All Students with SAT Scores 


MALE 


560,196 


520,326 


107,759 


103,498 


525,436 


386,536 
131,414 
1,754 
622 
520,326 


FEMALE 


603,762 


560,100 


108,661 


104,957 


578,622 


434,142 
123,891 
1,506 
561 
560,100 


TOTAL 


1,163,958 


1,080,426 


216,420 


208,455 


1,104,058 


95% 


820,678 
255,305 
3,260 
1,183 
1,080,426 


SAT-VERBAL 
MEAN 


430 


521 


431 


424 
451 
436 
431 
430 


SAT-NATH 
MEAN 


476 


58 1 


476 


469 
496 
478 
491 
476 


This report summarizes information for 1987 seniors who took SAT or Achievement Tests any time 


during their high school years through April 


most recent score 1s used. 


1987. 


If a student took a test more than once, the 


NATIONAL PAGE 2 


1987 PROFILES 


KUNBER OF SAT-V SAT-H 
SAT TARERS PERCENT % HALE/FENALE NEAN HEAW 

HIGH SCHOOL RANK | 
Top Tenth 191,505 21 46/54 518 585 
Second Tenth 201,904 22 47/53 456 511 
Second Fifth 263,203 293 49/51 418 461 
Third Fifth 224,164 24 48/52 380 409 
Fourth Fifth 36,249 4 53/47 358 380 
Fifth Fifth 6,001 1 56/744 353 374 
No response 157,400 

HICH SCHOOL GPA 
A+ (97 - 100) 36,915 4 47/53 559 629 
A (93 - 96) 107,291 11 42/58 512 576 
A- €90 - 92) 126,911 13 43/57 482 541 
B (80 - 89) 539,297 54 46/54 420 462 
C (70 - 79) 185,638 19 56744 365 595 
D, E, or F (Below 70) 4,287 0 65/35 350 381 
No response 80,087 

TOTAL YEARS OF STUDY IN 

SIX ACADENIC SUBJECTS 
20 or more years 295,469 34 44/56 483 535 
19 or 194% years 193,356 13 48/52 453 502 
18 or 184 years 115,740 13 49751 435 482 
17 or 174 years 100,276 11 49/51 417 462 
16 or 16% years Bt.215 9 49/51 400 442 
15 or 154 years 60,635 7 49/51 385 424 
Fewer than 15 years 114,092 13 50750 360 397 
No response 199,645 

PLANS FOR ADVANCED 

PLACENENT IN COLLEGE 
Art 34,807 4 47/53 410 443 
Biology 80,435 8 50750 482 330 
Chemistry 62,119 6 62/38 486 568 
Computer Science 42,407 4 75725 453 538 
English 207,538 2 | 41/59 504 538 
Foreign Languages 129,106 13 40760 488 534 
Humanities 19,253 2 46/754 473 497 
Mathematics 180,014 18 57743 480 577 
Music 42,539 4 49751 421 459 
Physics 43,606 i 72/728 497 595 
Social Studies 116,258 12 54746 511 545 
None of these 546,320 55 46/54 404 443 


HATIOHAL PAGE 3 


1987 PROFILES 


HONORS COURSE TAKEN 


55,855 


42/58 


473 


NUNBER OF SAT-V SAT-M 
ENGLISH SAT TAKERS PERCENT % MALE/FEMALE HEAW MEAN 

COURSENORK EXPERIENCE 
American Literature 872,697 87 47753 442 485 
British Literature 485,698 49 47/753 467 508 
Composition 854,127 8&5 47/53 442 486 
Grammar 892,382 89 47753 437 482 
Literature - Other Country 210,578 2 | 46/54 468 509 
Literature - Hist. Periods 576,519 538 45755 459 499 
Speaking € Listening 456,878 46 45755 446 489 
English, 2nd Language 42,621 4 50750 349 466 

YEARS OF STUDY 
More than 4 years 108,489 11 46/54 449 496 
4 years 760,418 ad 47/53 435 480 
3 or 34 years 107,955 11 51749 394 438 
2 or 24 years 14,379 1 57/43 399 457 
1 or 14 years 1,139 0 53/47 319 404 
Less than 1 year 958 0 52/48 358 412 
No response 87,088 

HOHORS COURSE TAKEN 2795 F227 28 42/58 507 549 

ARTS & MUSIC 

COURSENONK/EXFERIENCE 
Acting/Play Production 209,745 24 37/63 469 497 
Art History/Appreciation 181,302 19 45/755 445 479 
Dance 116,841 12 13/87 437 468 
Drama Appreciation 114,858 12 34766 457 482 
Music Appreciation 173,092 18 43/57 457 493 
Music Performance 375,256 38 39/61 450 490 
Photography/Film 138,376 14 48/52 449 489 
Studio Art and Design 170,656 17 45755 446 484 
No coursework 265,044 27 58/742 415 471 

YEARS OF STUDY 
More than 4 years 65,839 7 38/62 455 491 
4 years 98,868 10 38/62 455 489 
3 or 34 years 82,136 8 40760 434 469 
2 or 24 years 131,794 14 G3/57 432 472 
1 or 1% years 244,246 25 47/53 428 475 
Less than 1 year 346,756 36 54746 425 479 
No response 110,787 


509 


HATIONAL PAGE 4 


1387 PROFILES 


HONORS COURSE TAKEN 


118,244 


42758 


NUMBER OF SAT-V SAT-M 
SOCIAL SCIENCES & HISTORY SAT TAKERS PERCENT “4 NALE/FEMNALE MEAN MOAN 

COURSENORK 
U.S. History 984,408 96 48/52 432 477 
U.S. Government/Civics 706,854 69 47/53 431 476 
European History 274,285 27 51749 454 498 
World History/Cultures 711,974 70 48/52 435 480 
Ancient History 117,002 | 52/748 446 490 
Anthropology 29,586 3 49751 445 485 
Economics 438,753 43 48/52 430 478 
Geography 218,636 21 49/51 416 466 
Psychology 302,502 30 37/763 439 474 
Sociology 178,112 17 39/61 429 463 
Other Courses 196,793 19 46/54 446 491 

YEARS OF STUDY 
More than 4 years 70,322 7 49/51 456 495 
4 years 313,608 32 48/52 441 479 
3 or 34 years 433,248 G4 47/53 431 479 
2 or 24 years 150,421 15 48/52 413 466 
1 or 1% years 20,136 2 48/52 379 435 
Less than 1 year 5,007 1 48/52 348 406 
No response 87,684 

HOHORS COURSE TAKEN 180,421 138 47/53 516 562 

FCREIGN & CLASSICAL LANGUAGES 

COURSEWORK 
French 328,714 32 39761 454 493 
German 83,220 8 56744 473 521 
Greek 4,898 0 50750 456 505 
Hebrew 10,082 1 47/53 466 519 
Italian 19,688 2 45/55 G11 447 
Latin 105,417 10 47/53 483 521 
Russian 7,096 1 50750 478 514 
Spanish 545,953 54 48/52 423 467 
Other Languages 27,186 3 48/52 407 509 

YEARS OF STUDY 
More than 4 years 54,715 6 38/62 503 551 
4 years 154,704 16 39/761 485 528 
3 or 34 years 244,286 25 45755 452 498 
2 or 24 years 358,510 36 50750 419 466 
1 or 14 years 94,025 10 53747 477 G17 
Less than 1 year 81,767 8 59741 355 400 
No response 92,419 


561 
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1987 PROFILES 


HUMBER OF SAT-V SAT-H 
HATURAL SCIENCES SAT TAKERS PERCENT % MALE/FENALE HEAN HEAN 
COURSENORK 
Biology 984,946 96 47/53 432 477 
Chemistry 782,790 77 49/751 450 501 
Geology/’Earth/Space Science 414,125 40 50750 425 466 
Physics 431,098 42 58/42 473 542 
Other Sciences 342,963 34 45755 425 466 
YEARS OF STUDY 
More than 4 years 66,893 7 59741 486 561 
4 years 290,307 30 54746 465 522 
3 or 34% years 347,290 35 45/55 430 472 
2 or 24 years 224,562 23 41/59 394 424 
1 or 14% years 42,660 4 42/58 36% 393 
Less than 1! year 8,536 1 44/56 340 382 
No response 100,178 
HONORS COURSE TAKEN 187,812 19 50750 to 576 
MATHEMATICS 
COURSEWORK 
Algebra 991,886 97 48/52 432 477 
Geometry 944,053 92 48/52 438 487 
Trigonometry 573,370 56 51749 461 526 
Precalculus 282,797 28 54/746 489 566 
Calculus 185,560 18 57743 509 602 
Computer Math 258,475 25 53/747 453 a1S 
Other Math Courses 247,033 24 45/55 407 446 
YEARS OF STUDY 
More than 4 years 140,704 14 58/742 471 55 
4 years 484,691 49 50750 444 496 
3 or 3% years 287,702 29 41759 408 432 
2 or 2% years 70,302 7 39761 377 382 
1 or 14 years 5,407 1 38/62 344 338 
Less than 1! year 978 0 48/52 J02 383 
No response 90,642 
HOHORS COURSE TAREN 213,259 22 51749 510 588 
CCMPUTER 
COURSEWORK /EXPERIENCE 
Computer Programming 435,649 44 54746 449 507 
Data Processing 185,414 19 51749 431 487 
Word Processing 349,852 36 49/51 457 508 
Math Problems 291,565 30 56744 457 519 
Natural Science Problems 63,651 6 66/34 486 557 
Social Science Problems 563399 % 64/36 457 521 
Use in English Courses 123,001 12 53747 463 517 
Computer Literacy 407,170 41 53/747 458 506 
No Computer Experience 255,654 26 42/758 414 448 
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1987 PROFILES 


NUNBER OF SAT-V SAT-H 
SAT TAKERS PERCENT “% NALE/FEMALE HEAN HEAN 
ALL STUDENTS 1,080,426 100 48/52 430 476 
Males 520,326 48 10070 435 500 
Females 560,100 52 0/7100 425 “O35 
ETHNIC GROUP 
American Indian 10,107 i 48/52 393 432 
Asian American 58,216 6 52748 405 521 
Black 88,037 9 41/759 a2 I 377 
Hispanic: Mexican American 20,714 2 46/54 379 424 
Puerto Rican 10,304 1 45755 360 400 
Other Hispanic 18,895 2 47/753 387 432 
White 788,613 78 48/52 447 489 
Other 13,102 1 48/52 405 455 
No response 72,438 
FIRST LANGUAGE LEARNED 
English 873,724 &6 47/53 439 479 
English & Another 85,766 8 48/52 404 452 
Other Language 52,450 5 50750 362 482 
No response 68,486 
CITIZENSHIP 
U.S. Citizen 955,747 95 47/53 436 476 
Permanent Resident 32,674 2 49751 354 462 
Citizen of Another Country 22,920 2 56744 388 519 
No response 69,085 
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1937 PROFILES 


NUNBER OF SAT-V SAT-NM 
SAT TAKERS PERCENT % HALE /FEMALE NEAN MEAN 
DISABLING CONDITION | 
Yes 26,481 3 51749 401 439 
No 965,856 97 47/53 433 478 
SAT TAKEN UNDER 
Standard Conditions 1,073,887 99 48/52 431 476 
Nonstandard Conditions 6,539 1 66734 373 398 
PLANS TO APPLY FOR 
FIRANCIAL AID 
Yes 670,249 66 46754 434 478 
No 124,738 12 50750 429 479 
Don't Know 2t7-27 ' 21 52748 426 471 
INCOME 
Less than $10,000 49,296 5 41759 364 416 
$10,000 - $20,000 125,669 14 44/56 396 440 
$20,000 - $30,000 170,045 18 47/53 419 461 
$30,000 $40,000 190,485 21 49751 432 476 
$40,000 $50,000 127,524 14 50750 445 490 
$50,000 $60,000 90,110 10 50750 454 500 
$60,000 $70,000 51,978 6 50750 460 506 
$70,000 or more 124,009 13 52/748 471 523 
No response 151,310 


MATIONAL PAGE 8 
193387 PROFILES 


NUMBER OF SAT-V SAT-M 


HIGHEST LEVEL OF SAT TAKERS PERCENT *% MALE/FENALE NE AN MEAN 


PARENTAL EDUCATICN 


No High School Diploma 44,110 4 43/57 349 407 
High School Diploma 373,428 38 46754 404 446 
Associate Degree 65,674 Z 48/52 416 458 
Bachelor's Degree 270,893 o7 50750 448 496 
Graduate Degree 240,975 24 49/51 478 52s 
INTENDED COLLEGE MAJOR 
Agriculture/Natural Resources 13,160 1 58/42 416 446 
Architecture/Environ. Design 27,182 3 63/37 417 481 
Arts:Visual & Performing 57,497 6 38/62 435 448 
Biological Sciences 33,859 3 46/754 476 517 
Business & Commerce 227,299 23 47753 408 459 
Communications 45,727 5 35/65 452 459 
Computer/Information Sciences 36,378 4 65735 403 476 
Education 59,544 6 21/79 408 437 
Engineering 109,437 11 84716 456 554 
Foreign/Classical Languages 7,949 1 20780 489 500 
General/Interdiscipl inary 5858 1 40760 504 520 
Health & Allied Services 116,719 12 32/68 430 476 
Home Economics 3,737 0 12788 3/9 406 
Language & Literature 11,473 1 34766 537 518 
Library € Archival Sciences 261 0 26/774 471 454 
Mathematics 7,114 1 52/748 475 602 
Military Sciences 8,519 1 86/14 428 474 
Philosophy/Religion/Theology 2,746 0 60/740 483 505 
Physical Sciences 1337635 { 70730 507 576 
Public Affairs & Services 20,511 2 46/54 390 414 
Social Sciences &€ History 107,463 1 35/65 465 483 
Technical & Vocational 17,982 2 56744 363 401 
Undecided 51,186 5 53747 426 471 
DEGREE-LEVEL GOAL 
Certificate Program 20,183 2 48/52 363 399 
Associate Degree 24,077 2 35765 356 379 
Bachelor's Degree 297,888 30 49751 408 451 
Master's Degree 251,076 26 49751 449 500 
Doctoral/Related Degree 168,043 17 48/52 484 534 
Other 8,779 1 45755 357 398 
Undecided 207,314 al 45755 424 465 
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1887 PROFILES 
SAT SCORES 
Set aries See SERENE SEER VERBAL. <n neeee ee rina miemmen cam mu nemo PTR PRY acenen verses sees erences ence 
MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FENALE TOTAL 

NUNDER *~ NUMBER x NUNBER % SCORE NUMBER % HUMBER 4% NUMBER * 
770 0 272 0 te005 0 756-800 9,125 2 1,863 0 10,988 1 
5,773 1 4,430 1 10,203 1 700-740 22,897 4 7,840 1 30,737 3 
14,360 2 11,048 2 25,408 2 650-690 43,266 8 22,432 4 65,698 6 
27,078 > 23,948 4 51,026 5 600-640 53,871 10 36,677 7 90,548 8 
40,124 8 38,680 Zz 78,804 7 550-3530 66,808 13 55,834 10 122,642 11 
66,477 13 67,662 12 134,139 12 500-340 68,048 13 69,068 12 137,116 13 
79,099 15 84,763 15 163,862 15 450-430 73,681 14 88,795 16 162,476 15 
87,842 17 97,501 17 185,343 17 4oo0-440 64,848 12 88,611 16 153,459 14 
82,865 16 94,818 17 177,683 16 359-3390 54,035 19 82,196 15 foGze¢a1 13 
59,303 11 69,822 12 129,125 12 3600-349 37,270 7 60,876 {1 98,146 9 
37,038 7 44,028 8 81,066 8 230-239 22,100 4 38,462 7 60,562 6 
19,597 4 22,807 4 42,404 4 200-240 4,377 1 7>446 1 11,823 1 
520,326 560,100 1,080,426 NUMBER 520,326 560,100 1,080,426 

435 425 430 MEAN 500 453 476 

112 109 111 STANDARD DEVIATION 126 114 12c 

SAT-VERBAL SUBSCORES 
aieiailanianien READING COMPREHENSION --------- Sewanee, VC EULA. ee retaaaei een 
MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUITBER 4 SCORE NUMBER 4 HUMBER % NUMBER % 
9,322 2 7,460 1 16,782 2 70-20 8,934 2 6,538 1 15,472 1 
40,803 & 35,428 6 765231 7 60-69 41,461 8 35,865 6 77,326 - 
114,710 22 114,148 20 228,858 21 39-39 109,745 <2! 112,094 20 221,839 21 
158,659 30 175,694 31 334,353 31 Wo-493 161,186 31 173,743 31 334,929 31 
129,829 25 150,631 27 280,460 26 30-33 138,889 27 158,872 28 297,761 28 
66,915 13 76,704 14% 143,619 13 z0=29 60,016 {2 72,906 13 132,922 2 
520,238 560,065 1,080,303 WNUNBER 520,231 560,918 1,080,249 
S527 42.7 43.2 WNcAN 43.6 42.5 43.1 

£126 11.4 11.6 STANDARD DEVIATION 11.7 11.4 11.6 


HATIOHAL 


TEST OF STAHDARD WRITTEN ERGLISH 


1887 PROFILES 


CTSHE)D SCORES 
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MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

SCORE NUMBER % NHUNSER % NUHSER % SCORE 
60+ 19,722 4 24,675 4 44,397 4 60+ 
35-59 58,060 11 720169 15 130,229 {2 335-359 
30-34 80,117 15 96,386 17 176,503 16 30-34 
435-43 80,876 16 92,744 17 173,620 16 G35-43 
GO-44 76,754 15 83,655 15 160,609 15 4O-84 
35-39 69,044 13 71,124 13 140,168 13 335-39 
30-34 54,380 10 51,950 9 106,330 10 30-34 
25-23 38,488 7 34,218 6 72,706 7 297-29 
20-24 42,884 8 33,177 6 76,061 / 20-24 
HUMBER 520,325 560,098 1,080,423 KURBER 

NEAW 42.3 43.7 43.0 MEAN 

STANDARD DEVIATION 11.2 10.8 11.0 STANDARD DEVIATION 


YEARS OF STUDY AND GRADE-POINT AVERAGE BY SUBJECT 


ACADEMIC SUBJECT AVERAGE YEARS OF STUDY GRADE-POINT AVERAGE 


MALE FEMALE TOTAL HALE FEMALE TOTAL 
Arts and Music 1.4 1.8 1.6 3.49 3.65 3.58 
English 4.0 4.0 4.0 2.94 a. 47 3.06 
Foreign € Classical Languages 2.3 a 240 2.91 3.16 3.04 
Mathematics 3.8 3.6 3.7 2.90 2.87 2.88 
Natural Sciences S52 o.0 oa o.Ff ae 2u3t 
Social Sciences and History 545 dea 335 3.42 3.14 a. tS 


TOTAL OF ALL SUBJECTS 18.0 18.3 1S.2 ast aet2 o+UZ 


HATIONAL 
ACH AVERAGE 
SCORE Number = &% 
700-2090 8,880 4 
600-699 51,789 24 
500-599 87,849 41 
4OO-499 57,242 26 
300-399 10,436 5 
200-299 224 «00 
NUNBER 216,420 
NEA 544 
STANDARD DEVIATION 89 
SAT-V MEAN 521 
SAT-M MEAN 581 
MATH I 
SCORE Number = % 
700-800 9,647 6 
600-699 39,572 26 
500-539 59,298 39 
400-439 37,417 24 
300-399 7,746 5 
200-259 101 O 
NUNBER 153,781 
MEAN 548 
STANDARD DEVIATION 94 
SAT-V MEAN 509 
SAT-M MEAN 570 
FRENCH 
SCORE Number v4 
700-800 2,820 11 
600-639 5,715 22 
500-599 8,387 32 
400-499 7,002 27 
300-399 2,299 9 
200-299 28 00 
HUMBER 26,251 
MEAN 545 
STANDARD DEVIATION 110 
SAT-V MEAN 549 
SAT-M MEAN 584 


1987 PROFILES 


ACHIEVEMENT TEST SCORES 


Number 
9,071 
43,005 
69,340 
55» 365 
20,241 
2,029 


199, 


ENGLISH COMP 


te 
5 
22 
a2 
28 
10 
1 


051 
524 


103 


524 
300 


HATH II 
Number 
20,334 
21,964 

9,448 
1,858 
466 
Zo 


54, 


ay 


2 


~ ome oN 


095 
662 


90 


558 
657 


GERMAN 
Number 
775 
848 
875 
872 
220 

2 


te 
22 
24 
24 
24 
6 
0 


3,592 
574 
120 


255 
602 


LITERATURE 


Number 
1,406 
6,171 
&,967 
7,238 
2,822 

303 


26, 


BICLOGY 
Number 
3,670 
13,126 
16,151 
10,477 
3,184 
213 


46, 


HEBREW 
Number 
140 
118 
8 I 
53 
20 
11 


% 
5 
Zo 
a0 
ef 
10 
1 


907 
528 
105 


2o9 
551 


te 
8 
28 
34 
ce 
7 
0 


821 
550 
103 


a9 
594 


te 


= 


423 
618 
la? 


538 
608 


ANERICAN HIST 


Number 
2,575 
9,959 

16,330 

13,888 
4,050 

116 


G6, 


% 
5 
21 
35 
30 
9 
0 


918 
529 
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EUROPEAN HIST 


99 


528 
569 


CHEMISTRY 


Number 
4,604 
11,009 
12,947 
7,411 
1,286 
5 


Ly 


te 
12 
30 
Ja 
20 
: 
0 


262 
574 


100 


249 
642 


LATIN 
Number 
440 
779 
968 
$08 
132 

0 


% 
14 
24 
30 
28 

4G 

0 


3,227 
56 { 
109 


577 
612 


Number te 
281 7 
922 24 

1,393 37 

14032 27 

158 & 

0 0 

3,786 

547 

36 

565 

577 
PHYSICS 

Number to 

3,607 18 

6,363 31 

6,868 34 

3,240 16 

169 1 

0 0 

20,247 

597 

98 

549 

663 
SPANISH 

Number A 

3,566 12 

5,764 19 

8,316 28 

8,927 30 

3,964 10 

36 0 

29,673 

536 

113 

508 

559 
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1987 PROFILES 


Not Known 


53,230 


HUMEER OF SAT-V SAT-M 
SAT TAKERS PERCERT *% HALE/FEMALE MEAN HEAN 

TYPE OF HIGH SCHOOL 
Public 835,497 8 1 47/53 428 476 
Religiously Affiliated 145,316 14 50750 440 469 
Independent 55,434 5 55745 473 519 
Not Known 44,179 

LOCATICH OF HIGH SCHOOL 
Large City 238,300 23 48/52 420 466 
Medium-size City 135,276 13 48/52 432 476 
Small City or Town 204,242 20 48/52 431 474 
Suburban 341,905 33 48/52 444 492 
Rural 112,565 11 47/753 423 462 
Not Known 48,138 

SIZE OF SENIOR CLASS 
More than 1000 2,686 0 49751 422 477 
750 - 1000 15,761 2 48/52 430 485 
500 - 749 134,198 13 47/753 432 486 
250 - 499 443,918 43 48/752 431 479 
100 - 249 298,665 29 48/52 431 471 
Fewer than 100 131,968 iS 47/753 441 476 


Areas served by College Board Regional Offices 





Alaska 





New England 
Middle States 







West (also includes Alaska and Hawaii) 


[ oo: 
s 





oF 
Hawaii Se 






Southwest 
South 


Puerto Rico 


Middle States Regional Office © Suite 410 © 3440 Market Street @ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104-3306 © (215) 387-7600 
Midwestern Regional Office @ Suite 401 © 1800 Sherman Avenue @ Evanston, Illinois 60201-3715 © (312) 866-1700 

New England Regional Office © 470 Totten Pond Road ® Waltham, Massachusetts 02154-1982 © (617) 890-9150 

Southern Regional Office © Suite 200 @ 17 Executive Park Drive, N.E. ® Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2205 © (404) 636-9465 
Southwestern Regional Office @ Suite 922 @ 211 East Seventh Street © Austin, Texas 78701-3218 © (512) 472-0231 
Western Regional Office © Suite 480 © 2099 Gateway Place @ San Jose, California 95110-1017 © (408) 288-6800 

® Suite 600 © 4155 East Jewell Avenue @ Denver, Colorado 80222-4504 © (303) 759-1800 

In Puerto Rico, inquiries should be addressed to: The College Board @ The Banco Popular Center, Suite 701 © 


Luis Munoz Rivera Avenue @ Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00918 @ (809) 759-8625 


Mailing address: Call Box 71101 @ San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936-1101 
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